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Book Discussion Group 

3rd Wednesday of the month, 1:00pm- 2:00pm 

September 2021 – January 2022 

Please check WCPL events calendar for location updates. All titles are 

available through West Chester Public Library/CCLS. 

 

     

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                       

                                                                                           

 

 

 

                                                         

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 15, 2021 – The Dutch House, Ann Pratchet 
At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny investment to begin 
an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order of 
business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a 
surprise for his wife, the house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves. Cyril's son Danny and his 
older sister Maeve are exiled from the house where they grew up by their stepmother. The two wealthy 
siblings are thrown back into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all they have to 
count on is one another. 

 

October 20, 2021 – The German Midwife, Mandy Robotham 
Germany, 1944. A prisoner in the labor camps, Anke Hoff is doing what she can to keep her pregnant 
campmates and their newborns alive. But when Anke's work is noticed, she is chosen for a task far more 
dangerous than she could ever have imagined. Eva Braun is pregnant with the Führer's child, and Anke is 
assigned as her midwife. Before long, Anke is faced with an impossible choice. Does she serve the Reich she 
loathes and keep the baby alive? Or does she sacrifice an innocent child for the good of a broken world? 

 

January 19, 2022 – The Paris Library, Janet Skeslien Charles 
Paris, 1939. Young, ambitious, and tempestuous, Odile Souchet has it all: Paul, her handsome police officer 
beau; Margaret, her best friend from England; her adored twin brother Remy; and a dream job at the American 
Library in Paris, working alongside the library's legendary director, Dorothy Reeder. But when World War II 
breaks out, Odile stands to lose everything she holds dear - including her beloved library. When the war finally 
ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable betrayal. Montana, 1983. Odile's solitary 
existence in gossipy small-town Montana is unexpectedly interrupted by Lily, her neighbor, a lonely teenager 
longing for adventure. Odile helps Lily navigate the troubled waters of adolescence by always recommending 
just the right book at the right time, never suspecting that Lily will be the one to help her reckon with her own 
terrible secret. Based on the true story of the American Library in Paris, The Paris Library explores the 
geography of resentment, the consequences of terrible choices made, and how extraordinary heroism can be 
found in the quietest of places 

 

 

November 17, 2021 – Atonement,  Ian McEwan 
On a summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment’s flirtation between her older 
sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant. But Briony’s incomplete grasp of adult motives and 
her precocious imagination bring about a crime that will change all their lives, a crime whose repercussions 

Atonement follows through the chaos and carnage of World War II and into the close of the twentieth century. 

December 15, 2021 – No One Is Talking About This, Patricia Lockwood 
In this first novel from poet and memoirist Lockwood (Priestdaddy, 2017), an unnamed woman practically 
lives in "the portal," which is something like the internet. A viral post—"Can a dog be twins?"—lent her "a 
certain airy prominence," and now she speaks about the portal on panels all over the world. On the top of a 
Ferris wheel in Vienna, she receives a text that sends her back home to Ohio: concerning information has 
appeared late in her younger sister's pregnancy. So begins the book's part two, and the first stirrings of a 
conventional plot. With unfettered, imagistic language, Lockwood conjures both a digital life that's easily 

fallen into, and the sorts of love and grief that can make it all fall away. 
 

 


